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Publiſher's Preface. 


he DE AVING lately received the following Letter 
ñfrom a Gentleman of Diſtinction in the Weſt- 

Indies, I thought the Publication thereof, at 
this Juncfure, 1 be of very great Uſe to 
my Country; and therefore ſend it into 0 the World without |. 


ay Apology. 
The Reader will here find an important Branch of 


our Trade, the Trade of our Sugar Colonies, ſet in a 


4 


fair and true Light. It will be here ſeen by what 
Means that 7. 5 has of late Years declined, and is 
now in Danger of being wholly loſt to the Britiſh 


Nation, if ſome ſpeedy Remedy be not found. And a 
Method of Redreſs is here propoſed. 


T he Letter itſelf is plain, and without Art, befitting 
the boneſt Planter it came from; but the Importance of 
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iv The Publiſher's Preface. 


the Subject is ſuch, as to deſerve the Attention of every 
true Briton : For I dare affirm, that the Wealth and 
Porger of Great Britain depend, in great meaſure, on 
the Fate of our Sagar Colonies ; and that they are on 
the Brink of Ruin. 


If the Publication of this Letter may be a Means of 
preventing it, by animating our worthy Patriots to make 


the Sugar Colonies ſome Part of their Care, before tis 
too late, I have my Ends. | 
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THE 
PRESENT STATE 


OF THE 


Britiſh Sugar Colonies, &c. 


PPP T is 2 very great Satisfaction to the Planters in this 
RES 1ſfhnd in general, as well as to myſelf in parti- 
 eular, to hear from our principal Factors in Eng- 
land, and others concern'd in the Sugar Trade, 
— Th. there never was an eaſier Acceſs to the 
| licks than at this Time, to repreſent the Burdens on Trade, 
nor a readier Complyance to give Redreſs : And as a Petition 
is already forwarded to his Majeſty from the Inhabitants of this 
Place, ſetting forth ſome Difficulties they labour under, in 
point 'of Trade; I ſhall now, according to my ufual Freedom, 
fend you my Thoughts thereon, and ſuch Obſeryations as I 
have made relating to the Sugar Colonies, in the 1 Man- 
ner I am able; leaving it to you to make ſuch Uſe of them as. 
you ſhall think proper. 


The 
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The above- mentioned Petition to his Majeſty is as follows. 


To the KING's moſt Excellent MAJESTY. 


The Humble PETITION of the Planters, Traders, 


cc 


and other Inhabitants of Tour Majeſty's Iſland of 
BARBADOES; 


Humbly Sheweth, 


FH HA this your Iſland of Barbadoes was the firſt 
ſettled and Mother of all your Majeſty's Sugar Colo- 
nies ; and has for many Years. paſt been a very profitable 
Colony to Great Britain, not only from its Produce and 
Import of Sugar, Rum, Molaſſes, Cotton, Ginger, and Aloes 
into Great Britain; the taking off from thence great Quan- 
tities of Woollen and other Manufactures and Goods that 
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pay Duties to the Crown, (which, by means of the Barbadoes 


% Trade, are not only conſumed amongſt the Inhabitants here, 
« but are alſo exported from Great Britain to Africa, Madeira, 
« and the Northern Colonies, for the Purchaſe of Negroes, 
„Wine, Fiſh, and other Goods for the Uſe of this Iſland, and 
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thereby numberleſs Hands have been employed in your Ma- 


jeſty's Kingdoms and Territories, and great Revenues have 


accrued, and do ſtill continually accrue to the Crown) but 
has alſo been a great Support to your Majeſty's Northern 
Colonics, and given a very great and profitable Vent to their 
Fiſhery and other Produce, and alſo to the Produce of [re- 
Lind, beſides employing in thoſe ſeveral Trades great Num- 
bers of Shipping and Seamen, on which the Wealth and 
Safety of the Britiſh Nation does ſo much depend, and after 
all, leaves a conſiderable Balance in England, to the Benefit 
of the National Stock. | | 


« THAT within theſe few Years great Improvements have 
been made by the Dutch and French in their Sugar Colonies, 
| | 6c and 
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« and great and extraordinary Encouragements have been 
« given to them, not only from their Mother Countries, but 
cc alſo from a pernicious Trade carried on by them to and from 
« Jreland and the Northern Britiſh Colonies : And the French 
« do now, from the Produce of their own Sugar Colonies, 
« actually ſupply with Sugar not only France itſelf, but Spain 
« alſo, and a great Part of Jreland and the Britiſh Northern 
« Colonies, and have to ſpare for Holland, Germany, Italy, 
« and other Parts of Europe: And the French and *Dutch Co- 
« lonies have lately ſupplied the Northern Britiſh Colonies 
« with very large Quantities of Molaſſes for the making of 
« Rum and other Uſes, and even with Rum of their own Ma- 
« nufaQture, to the vaſt Prejudice of your Majeſty's Sugar 
« Colonies, as Rum is a Commodity on which, next to Sugar, 
« they moſtly depend; and they have in Return (for ſuch 
« Sugar, Rum, and Molaſſes) Shipping, Horſes, Boards, Staves, 
Hoops, Lumber, Timber for Building, Fiſh, Bread, Bacon, 
« Corn, Flower, and other Plantation Neceſſaries, at as caſ; 
ce or eaſier Rates than your Majeſty's Subjects of the Sugar 
« Colonies have: For the continual Supplies received by the 
« Dutch and French from the Northern Britz/h Colonies 
« have enabled them to put on and maintain a greater Num- 
« ber of Slaves on their Plantations, and to enlarge their 
« Sugar Works, and make new Settlements in new fertile 
« Soils, and at the fame time coſt little, being now purchaſed 
« chiefly with Molaſſes, which before this late Intercourſe 
« between the Foreign Colonies and the Northern _ 
« Colonies, were flung away as of no Value. And thus the 
Foreign Colonies are daily improving, while your Majeſty's 
« Sugar Colonies are apparently declining ; and inſtead of 
„ ſupplying, as they uſed to do, France and Holland with 
| „ Sugar, they are now almoſt confined to the Home Con- 
3 « ſumption in Great Britain, and are in a great meaſure 
F « excluded from the Kingdom of Jreland and the Northern 
« Colonies, who, inſtead of ſending their Produce, as uſual, 
to your Majeſty's Sugar Colonies, and taking Sugar and. 
„Rum in Return, do now often ſend it directly to the 
« Foreign Colonies, in Exchange for the Produce of thoſe 
« Foreign Colonies ; and when they do ſend their Produce 2 
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« Foreign. Colonies in the Purchaſe of the very 
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Ee 
the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, they infift u 


pon being paid for 
them in Caſh, which they 


export and lay out among the 
ſame Goods 
that they formerly uſed to ſupply themſelves: with from 
your Majeſty's own Sugar Colonies, to the enriching the 
ab ary. Colonies, and nne * Majefty' Win 


« OUR Petitioners humbly beg Leave to lay before 
your Maſeſty ſome of the many Advantages the Sebjefts of 
Foreign Powers have over your Majeſty's Subyedts of your 


sugar Colonies, as they have been well inform'd. 


I. THE French and Dutch pay much teſs Duties boch at 
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Home and in their Plantations, than your Majeſty's Subjects 
do; whilſt your Majefty's Subjects of this IDand are at a 
very great Expence to keep up theit Fortifications, and 
maintain their Militia, for their Defence, (excluſive of the 
Duty of Four and a Half per Cent. in Specie on all their 


Exports) without any Charge to the Crown. 


« IL, THE French Subjects of the Sugar Colonies are 
permitted to Trade to the Spaniſh Iflands of Margueritta, 
Trinidado, and Porto Rico, and alſo to carry their Improved 
Sugar at a Duty of One per Cent. only, upon Exportation, to 
any one of the Syauiſb Ports in Eurue, without firſt Im- 
porting them into France : whilſt your Majeſty's Subjects 

are excluded from Trading directly to any of the Span; 
Frans, and are obliged to carry their Sugar firſt into Great 
Britain, (after paying a Duty of Four and a Half per Cant. 
in Specie here upon Expottation): before they can carry 
them any where elfe; and are obliged, upon Exporting 
them afterwards: from Great Britain, to leave in England 
a Duty of near Two per Cent. and are put to the Riſque of a 
double Voyage, beſides the Charge of it, which amounts to 


above Twenty per Cent. more. 


„II. YOUR Majefty's Subjects of this Wand pay up- 
wards. of Ten per Cent. more than the French and Dutch 
do, for what Sugar is carried to your: Majeſty's Northern 
1 | <« Colonies, 
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Colonies, and conſumed there; by which means theſe Colo- 
nies are moſtly ſupply'd with foreign Sugar, to the Prejudice 
of the Plantation Duties, being Part of the Aggregate Fund, 
which might otherwiſe be greatly increaſed; and altho' the 
French and Dutch Subjects of the Sugar Colonies do ſo vend 
their Sugar, as well as their Rum and Molaſſes, to the 
Northern Britiſh Colonies, yet your . Subjects of the 
Sugar Colonies are reſtrained from vending their Produce to 
any of the French or Dutch Colonies; and at the ſame time 
your Majeſty's Subjects of the Northern Colonies and Ireland 
have that Advantage. 


« IV. THE French Subjects do actually ſend great Quan- 
tities of Sugar and other Goods directly to Ireland, without 
firſt importing them into Great Britain, and paying a Duty 
there to your Majeſty, which your Majeſty's Subjects of the 
Sugar Colonies are obliged to do; and they are fupply'd with 
Beef, and other Proviſions directly from Jrelaud, on as caly 


Terms as your Majeſty's Subjects are. 


« THESE, may it pleaſe your Majeſty, are ſome of the 
many Advantages the Inhabitants of the Foreign Sugar Co- 
lonies have over your Majeſty's Subjects of your Sugar 
Colonies, who have already ſuffer'd very much, and muſt 
inevitably be undone thereby, unleſs your Majeſty will, in 
your great Goodneſs, interpoſe, and fave them from the 
Ruin now impending over them ; which, your Petitioners 
humbly conceive, may be effected, if Order be taken to 
prevent *any Sugar, Rum, or Molaſſes of the Growth, Pro- 
dnce, and Manufacture of Foreign Piantations or Colonies 
from being imported into Ireland or any of the Britiſh Plan- 
tations or Colonies in America, until they have been firſt 
imported into Great Britain, and paid ſuch Duties there to 
your Majeſty, as thoſe Commodities are now liable to; or 
that your Majeſty's Subjects of your Sugar Colonies may have 


the like Advantages in theſe Branches of Commerce as the 


Subjects of Foreign Powers now actually have. 
251 -B * r 1 YOUR 
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10 

« YOUR Petitioners wholly depend, under Gop, on 
« your Majeſty's conſummate Wiſdom, Sovereign Power, 

« and Paternal Care; and humbly pray, your Majeſty 
ce will be graciouſly pleaſed to take the Premiſes into 

« Conſideration, and grant to your Petitioners ſuch 


« Relief therein, as your Majeſty ſhall judge the Nature 
« of your Petitioners Caſe to require. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever fray, Ke. 


YOU will be pleaſed to obſerve, Sir, from this Petition, 
that the great Advantages which the French Colonies have 
gain'd over us in Power, Trade, Navigation, and Riches, 
are chiefly aſcrib'd to eaſy Duties, and a profitable Vend of 
their Produce to Spain, Ireland, and the Northern Britiſh Co- 
lonies, on much eaſier and better Terms than the Subjects 
of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies can vend their Produce. And 
I am fully convinced, (from the preſent flouriſhing Condition 
of the French Colonies, and the viſible Decline of our own 
that, without immediate Relief from the Legiſlature of Great 
Britain, the French will 10 far out-rival us in the Sugar Trade, 
as to go near to engroſs it all to themſelves, and render the 
Britiſh Subjects unable to make Sugar ſufficient for a Home 
Conſumption in Great Britain; nay, that they muſt in Time 
entirely root us out of the Sugar Trade, and gain the like Ad- 
vantages over us in the Weſt Indies as the Dutch formerly did 
over the Portugueſe in the Eaſ-Indies. 


MARTINIQUE is certainly arrived to a very great 
Pitch of Proſperity within theſe few Years, and daily affords 

new Supplies of People for ſettling the neighbouring Iſlands 
of Dominique, St. Vincent's, and St. Lucia; and Gnardaloope, 
Grandterre, Marigalante, Granada, and Cayane increaſe and 
Aouriſh in Proportion; and on Hiſpaniola the French increaſe 
and ſpread ſo faſt as to become formidable to us, as well 
as to the Spaziards:; Whilſt on the other hand, many of 
our Planters are neceſſitated to forſake their antient and 
well-built Eſtates in this Iſland, and ſhelter themſelves in 


Penſil- 
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Penſiluania, Virginia, and other of the Northern Colonies; many 
of which Inſtances might eaſily be given, were it not too melan- 
choly a Subject to dwell on. 


EVERY Country requires a profitable Vend for its Commo- 
dities; ſuch a Vend will encourage more People; more People 
will beget a greater Produce ; a greater Produce will beget 
more Riches; and all theſe will eſtabliſh a greater Power, which 
will of courſe overcome a leis. 'This Maxim the French have 
ſteadily purſued; and their Colonies are thereby enabled to 
make ample Retaliation to their Mother Country. 


AS to the Trade to Spain, the French formerly carried all 
their Sugar firſt to Old France, and from thence ſent it to Spain 
(tho? not till they had improved their Colonies to ſuch a Degree 
as to make more than they uſed at Home) ; but within theſe 
few Years, they, foreſecing the great Adyantages of a profitable 
Vend, have by an Edict dated the 27th of January 1726, 
and by another Edict dated in Ofober 1727, both in this 
Caſe made in direct Derogation to former Edicts, permitted 
the French Merchants to ſend directly from the French Iflands 
in America to the Ports of Spain Sugars of all Sorts, (except 
Raw or Muſcovado Sugars) and allo all other Goods. of the 
Product of the ſaid French Iſlands in America; whereby they 
ſupply Spain Thirty per Cent. cheaper than the Britiſh Subjects 
can, who are ſtill confin'd to carry their Sugars and other Pro- 
duce firſt to Great Britain, before they can carry it to Spain; 
which Difference in Trade will beat out any Competitor, either 
Private or Publick : And this Vend does not reſt in Spain alone, 
ſince great Quantities of theſe | French Sugars are bought up, 
and that too even by Britiſh Merchants, at Cadiz and other 
Spaniſh Ports, and ſent from thence to Turkey, and other Parts 
of the Mearterranean, 


* * 


' THE. abovemention'd Difference in Favour of the French 
Trade will manifeſtly appear from what follows. | 1 


SUPPOSE. 3000 Hogſheads qt. .40,000 Hundred Weight 
of Clay d Sugar to be ſent from. Barbadoes to Cadiz, and 5 
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like Quantity from Martinique to the ſame Place, under the Re- 
gulations their reſpective Trades are now ſubjected to, and the 


Sugar and Cask to be at the ſame Price in each Place. 


| Commil. and Broker. Ia. 23 . 


BARBADOES. 
40,000 C. Clay'd Sugar ? 60000 


at 30 5. per C. 


ar 3 J. per Tun 


Duty at 4 + per Cent. MF. | 
Barbadoes = 


lefr to the Crown 

at 8d + per C. 
Freight to Great Bri- 

tain 35. 6d þ 88 5 8 
Riſque and Inſurance 

3 per Cent. $1948 22 
Port Charges at 55. 

3 d. per Hogſh + 787 10 
Commif and . 

at 3 per Cent. on the 


Duty in Creat Britain 
1425 


2 per Cent. 1574 

Waſte and Pilfer. on 

_ 2d Voyage about 12 638 
per Cent. 


7 Ort Charg 
per Hoglh. 


a ges 


3 per Cent. 


— 


| 
Cask and other FE bi 2250 


| 


| 


GroſsAmt. is near 4 2598 
perC.onthe Nt. Proc. 
; _— = 
| 18709 
Freight from Gr, 68 | 
tain to Cadiz at 2s. >5000 
64. per Cent. 
Riſque andInfurance 


| 


| 


40,000 C. at 30 5. per C. 
31. per Tun 


Martinique 


Freight from Mar- 
| tinique to Cadiz p Go 
35. per C. | 
Riſque and Infar: 
2 er t. 


Differ. 30 per Cent. on}, 
the firſt Coft 


. 


MARTINISUE. 


60000 
Cask and other RS 2250 


— — — 


| 62250| 
50 [Duty 1 per Cent. ind 60 


62850 
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From hence the Difference is plainly demonfirated to be 
18675 /. or 30 per Cent. which atiſes upon the following 
Particulars, (viz.) 


* 


* A% il 
Britiſh Sugars, | French Sugars. Difference. 
— icy er 2700 | Duty in pgs! 6 my in America 2100 
nique uty in E I 
Britain $ 14097 Duty in France coo! . 

: r Freight 6000 
Preight —— 12000 | Freight —— G6o0co Riſque and In-2 , 
r and Inſuran. 3522 10 Riſque and 1 hs ! ſurance 1 

'aſte and Pilfer. on rance 57 Waſtage & Pil- 
45 he about 33 — — ferage on ad 633 
I ens. | Vo e 
Core * N = 1287 =c — — Port arges 1287 10 
,ommiſlion a ommi 
Brokerage 4959 — $495 Pan 
26532 | 


7857 — 3675 
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IF the Britiſh Subjects could be indulged in this Parti- 
cular, ſo as to carry their Clay'd Sugar to Spain, or to Gi- 
braltar or Port Mahon, or to any Part of Europe to the South- 
ward of Cape Finifterre, the Shipping may be under ſuch 
Rules and Reſtrictions as thoſe that carry Fiſh from Neu- 
England and Newfoundland, or Rice from the Province of 
Carolina. The Produce of theſe Sugars will naturally be 
brought to Great Britain in Britiſh Ships; we ſhall thereby 
not only carry to Foreign Markets our own Produce, but 
ſhall bring to Great Britain in Britiſh Bottoms an advanced 
Value. of Goods, (if not Bullion) that otherwiſe would be 
brought by Foreigners: Then the Sugar Factor in Great 
Britain will receive more Commiſſions, and by ſuch a Cir- 
culation of Trade gain new Correſpondents, and more Con- 
ſignments from thoſe Parts; and the Crown will thereby 
probably receive more Duties than if the Sugar had been 
firſt carried to Great Britain. But if it ſhould be thought 


otherwiſe, the Duty that is now left to the Crown upon 
| Sugars 


3 


L 14 
Sugars Exported from Great Britain, (which is 8 d. 755 per C.) 
may be collected in the Plantations by ſuch Officers as do now 
colle& the enumerated Duties: And I am of Opinion, that the 
lf Planters would rather ſubmit to that, or even a greater Duty on 
1 ſuch Exports, than to be entirely excluded from yending their 
3 Sugar to any of thoſe Parts, as muſt be the Caſe, unleſs the 
3 deſired Indulgence be given them. And if ſuch Duty, for In- 
. ſtance, ſhould be 18 d. per C. the Crown will have a clear Gain 
3 by this 184. Duty, on 3000 Hogſheads only thus permitted to 
1 be Exported directly to Spain, of 1575. For the Duty on 
theſe 3000 Hogſheads will amount to 3000 J. Whereas were 
thoſe Hogſheads to be ſent firſt to Great Britain, and then Ex- 
ported, the Duty in that Caſe to be left in England would 
amount to no more than 1425 1. And while the Crown is thus 
a Gainer of 1575 l. the Britiſh Subject will be a Gainer of 
15675 J. without the leaſt Prejudice to the Briti/h Navigation; 
as will clearly appear from the little Table underneath, ſhewing 
the Difference between carrying Sugar firſt to Great Britain, 
and then to Cadiz, or directly to Cadiz according to the pro- 
poſed Method as above. 
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To Great Britain, and then to Cadis. 


Saved to the Crown by 8 d. 555 
per C. left after the Drawback n 

- Gain'd to the Crown by the now 
propoſed Method £1575 


Saved to the Crown by 
| the ſingle Voyage. 


Directly to Cadiz. 


3000 


Saved to the Crown by 40000 C.? Saved by a ſin- 
of Sugar at 18 d. per C. 0 3099. gle Voyage, as | 
Saved to the Subject 15675 appears by the 
; | | | ——— | afore --menti- 

1867 5] on'd Table 
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THIS Method propoſed muſt ſurely tend very much to 
the Preſervation of our Sugar Colonies, and the American and 
African Trades, and will be a certain Means, of enlarging the 
Britiſh Sugar Colonies, in like Manner as the French have 
done theirs; and thereby greater Quantities of Muſcovado Sugar 
will be ſent Home, which muſt raiſe the Revenue, employ a 

eater Number of Ships and Sailors, and alſo more Hands 
will thereby be ſet to work in Great Britain in the Sugar 
ManufaQtory. 


IN the next Place, as touching the Trade to Ireland ; 


SUPPOSE zooo Hogſheads qt. 40000 Hundred Weight 
of Muſcovado Sugar to be ſent from Barbadbes to Ireland, and 
the like Quantity ſent from Martinique and St. Lucia to the 
ſame Place, according to the preſent Reſtrid ions and Manner 
of getting Sugars thither, the Sugar to be reckon'd at the fame 
Price. 


— 


* | 
BARBADOES. | MARTINI9UE. | 
40000 C. Muſcovado Sugar, 7 4o0co C. Muſcovade Sugar, | 
| with Cask and Port G 6 36000 O withCask and Port Charg. e 36000 
at 187 er C. — a | at 18 x. per C. 
Duty 42 per C. — 1620 O Duty + per Cent —— 360 | 
Duty in Great Britain 7 > 36360 
left to the Crown 8d 1427 
1 TN er C. 


* 


7000 


Freight to Great Bri- 
tain at 37. 6d. perC. 
Riſque and Inſurance 


at 3 per Cent. 1128 12 
Port Charg. at Briſtal, 
Li verpsol, Glaſcow, & I 
otherWeſtern Ports (75 
gs. per Hlogſh. 
Commiſ. and Broker. * 
3 per Cent. on the 
Groſs Amt. is above 1504 16 | 
4 per Cent. on the — 11308 8 
Net Proceeds | . 


— 


— 


| by. | | 
Carry'd over 36360 | 


Carry'd over 49428 8 | 
| Broughr 
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10 
BARBADOES | MARTINIQUE. © 
| Brought over 49428 8 Brought over 36360 
Freight from Great | Freight from Marti- | 
Britain to Ireland > 2625 | 2/queand St. Lucia to 7000. 
175. 6 d. per Hogſh. | Ireland 3 f. 6 d. per C 
Riſque and an 988 11 Riſque and Inſurance 3 16 
* 8 19. 2 ber Cent. O9 4 
Port a J. ö — 8090 N 
Hogſh. * 8 600 . 
Waſt. and . Gt X 
Voyage about 67. 12 : 1 
6 4 — Cent. 1 30 * n. og 
Commit. and Brok. 1432 17 N — 
3 per Cent. F5250 16 


55250 16: 
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And thus the Difference is plainly demonſtrated to be 10800 J. 


or 30 
the following Particulars, (vis.) 


n 


Cent. on the firſt Coſt ; which Difference ariſes upon 


Britiſh Szgars. French Sugars. | Difference. 
| * * — - — — ſ— 
| 5 k | 2 LY 
Duty in Bar. Duty in Mar- Duty in America 1260 
badoes 1620 * 3 360 4 - 
Duty inGreat ? 1425 Duty in Exrope 1425 
Britain 3 . | 
— 304} 
| Freight 2625 
Freight —— 6625 Freight 7000 7 
Riſque and Inſuran. 2117 3] Riſque and 2 090 16 „ qe In $ 1026 7 
Port Charges 1350 Inſurance *« | Port Charges 1350 
Waſt. an 1 126 IG „— | Waſt. ad Pie | 
Og | 1 24 Voyage I 25 
Commiſ. and Brok. 2987 13 — — Commil. & Brok. 2987 13 
190 16 9470 16 "1030 © 
F — N 


FORMERLY the 2 


their Sugar, Rum, and Mola 
America directl 
by the 22d oY 


Subjects had Liberty to ſend 
es from the Britiſh Plantations in 
to /reland; but in 1650 they were reſtrained 


23d of Car, II. cap. 26. ſect. 11. from import- 


ing 


17: | 

ing any Sugar into /re/and, without firſt Importing it into Eng- 
land, Wales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed: So that Briſtol, 
Liverpool, Cheſter, Whitehaven, Lancaſter, and other Weſtern 
Ports had the chief Benefit of this Trade, in ſending their 
Ships to the Sugar Colonies, and bringing back Sugar in 
Return, with which they did in a great meaſure ſupply Ire- 
land; but they have now almoſt (if not quite) loſt that 
valuable Branch of Trade, ſince the French have fallen on 
Methods to ſupply [reland with Sugar themſelves 30 per Cent. 
cheaper than the Britiſh Subjects of the Sugar Colonies can; 
ſo that if ſome Care be not ſoon taken, the Britiſh Subjects will 
be entircly excluded from vending any Sugar of their Produce in 
Ireland, while the French have that Advantage; and Great 
Britain will entirely loſe the Benefit of that Law in reſpe& to 
the Sugar Trade: And thus the Vend of the French Sugars, 
and conſequently their Plantations, are thereby enlarged; and 
not only ſo, but their Sugars are Exported from Jreland to 
Holland, Hambourg, and other Parts, to the Diſcouragement 
of the Sale of our Sugars there, of which we have had ſeveral 
late Inſtances. And moreover, in the Year 1696, by 7 and 8 
Will. III. cap. 22. "ara 14. Rum, Molaſſes, and all other Goods 
or Merchandize of the Growth or Product of any of his Ma- 
jeſty's Plantations in America were prohibited from being Im- 
ported into Ireland, without being firſt Landed in England, 
Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, and paying the Duties where- 
with they are chargeable by Law. 


I WILL not preſume to ſay theſe two Laws haye undone 
the Sugar Colonies ; but ſure it 1s, that the French are great 
Gainers by the Continuance of them: The Sugar Planters in 
the Britiſh Colonies are thereby in effect excluded from vend- 
ing their moſt valuable Products, which are Sugar, Rum, and 
Molafles, in the Kingdom of Jreland, while the French are at 
full Liberty to carry their Products thither directly from the 
French Colonies, and diſpoſe of them there in vaſt Quantities. 
The French, as I have obſery'd, can afford to ſell their Sugar 
in Ireland zo per Cent. cheaper than the Britiſh Subject can. 
But as to Rum and Molaſſes ( the latter of which the French 
uſed to throw away, till their late Trade to Ireland and the 
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Northern Colonies) the Duties on the Exports thereof from 
the Britiſb. Colonies, where they are made, to Great Britain, 
and the Duties there, with the Charges of a double Voyage, 
run ſo high, that the Britiſh Subject cannot afford to ſend 
any Rum or Molaſſes to Ireland at all; while the French find 
a certain Profit in the vending there thoſe very Commodities, 
which coſt them little, and indeed would be worth nothing to 

them, were they excluded from Freland and the Northern 
Britiſh Colonies. Tis to be hoped, a Britiſh Parliament, in 
their great Wiſdom, will conſider the Hardſhips that the Britiſh 
Colonies at preſent lie under, with regard to theſe Laws; nor 
is it a new Thing to have a 1 repeal'd that upon Trial has 


been found inconvenient. On this Occaſion I muſt obſerve to 


you, That in 1705, by zd and qth Ann#, cap. 5. elt. 12, 
Molaſſes, and alſo Rice, were reſtrain'd to be Imported into 
England, Wales, or Berwick, and put under the ſame Regu- 
lations and Reſtrictions that Sugar, Tobacco, and other enu- 
merated Goods of the Plantation Growth are under by the 
12th and 25th of Car. II. But this Reftraint, as far as it con- 
cern'd Rice, being found prejudicial to the Province of Caro- 
lina, the Legiſlature of Great Britain lately, made an Act to 
Repeal the ſaid Law of the 3d and 4th Annæ, fo far as it con- 
cerns Rice, and have granted Liberty to carry that Commodity 
7 his Majeſty's Province of Carolina in America directly to 

Part of Europe Southward of Cape Finiſterre, in Ships 
built i in and belonging to Great Britain, ter navigated accord- 
ing to Law. Since therefore the Legiſlature of Great Britain 
have thought fit ſo far to encourage the Province. of Carolina, 
why may not the Britiſh Sugar Colonies hope equal e e, 
ſuitable to their preſent Circumſtances? 


As to the Trade to the Northern Britiſh Calonies':: 


SUPPOSE 3000 Barrels 
Sugar to be ſent from Barbadoes to the Northern. Britiſh Colo- 
mes, and the like Quantity from Martinique to the ſame Place, 


according to the prefent Method of fending or carrying Su 
thither, and the Prices the ſame. 25 121 
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BARB ADOES. MARTINIQUE. 
8000 C. Muſco. Sugar, g [8000 C. Mu ſco. Sugar, with | 
7200 
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Cask and Port Charges Cask and Port Charges > 200 


| 
at 18s. per C. at 18s. per C. 
4 < per Cent. Duty 324 Duty 1 per Cem. 72 
18 d. per Cent. Duty 600 | — 
Freight, Riſque, and ds FOO 
reight, Riſque, u- 
rance the ſame as per Difference 11 J. 16 s. 8d. per g 
Contra. Cent. on the firſt Coſt, or F "Y 
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T H E Difference in this Caſe of Sugar appears to be only 
on the Duties, Which yet is very conſiderable, and gives the 
French Planter too ſenſible an Ad vantage over the Brit; 
Planter; but the Damage the Britiſh Sugar Colonies ſuſtain by 
the French Colonies ſupplying our Northern ones with Sugar 
+ much cheaper than our Colonies can, is not to be compared 
with that which the Sugar Colonies receive by the French ſup- 
plying all Northern America with French Molaſſes, and even 
Rum too.  * T's certain, that in the Year 1729, upwards of 
20000 Hogſheads of French Molafles, beſides Rum, were Im- 
ported into New England alone, and there manufactur'd into 
a kind of Rum, tho” very unwholſome and deſtructive to the 
Health of the Inhabitants of that Colony: And ever ſince, a 
very great Quantity of French Rum and Molaſſes has been 
conſtantly Imported into our Northern Colonies. Tis to be 
conſider d, that the French have but of late Years ſaved their 
Molaſſes; and tis ſtill later that they have found out the Way 
of making Rum; and what they now make by Molaſtes and 
Rum is almoſt all clear Gains: But tis now ſo conſiderable, 
as to pay for all the Supplies which they want from our 
Northern Colonies; thoſe very Supplies, without which they 
could not enlarge their Plantations, as they daily do: And 
if the Frruch are permitted to go on, to yend their Sugar, 
. | C 2 Rum, 
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Rum, and Molaſſes to our Northern Colonies, the Britiſb 
Sugar Colonies will ſoon be excluded from yending any of their 
14 Sugar, Rum, and Molaſſes there, and will he obliged to buy 
5 all their Horſes, Boards, Stayes, Hoops, Lumber, Timber for 
| Building, Fiſh, Bread, Bacon, Corn, Flower, and other Plan- 
4 tation Neceſſaries from thoſe Parts, as well as their Beef, Pork, 
4 Butter, and other Proviſions from Freland, with Caſh, which 
| they muſt in a great meaſure draw from England from the 
Produce of their Sugar; and this Caſh will go to the French 
Iſlands, and from thence center in Old France: Whereas, on 
the other Hand, if thefe Trades were well regulated, and ſome 
Reſtraints were put on the Vend of the French Produce in 
our own Countries, the Tables would turn entirely in Favour 
of the Britiſh Subject; for ſhould it be thought convenient 
ſtill to ſupply the French Sugar Colonies with Proviſions and 
Neceſſaries from Ireland and the Britiſh Northern Colonies, 
they muſt, however, pay Caſh for them, which muſt be brought 
to ſome of the Britiſh Colonies, and conſequently center in 
Great Britain. 


MR. GEE in his late Conſiderations on the Trade and 
Navigation of Great Britain, ſays; © As the Subſiſtence of 
<< the Northern Colonies is the ſupplying our Sugar Plantations 
« with Flower, Bisket, Pipe-ſtaves, Fiſh, and other Proviſions, 
< prohibiting them that Commerce would be their utter Ruin, 
« 1t being ſuppoſed that no leſs than Eight Hundred Veſſels 
belonging to the Province of New England are employed in 
« that Coaſting and Fiſhing Trade.” And this Obſeryation he 
makes profeſſedly to prove, that there is no Ground to fear that 
the Engliſh Northern Colonies can by growing Rich ſet up for 
themſelves, and caſt off the Engliſh Government: But ſince 
9 their Trade to the French Sugar Colonies has for ſome Time 
| paſt ſhewn that it is poſſible for them to ſubſiſt without a 
| Trade to our Sugar Plantations, it may well be deſired, that 
it all his Majeſty's Dominions might be united into one Intereſt, 
by ſettling ſuch a Circulation of Commerce among them, that 

one Part may be dependant on another, and every Part contri- 
Ji bute to the Support of the Whole, which would be more to 
dhe Adyantage of every Particular; and all would get more by 


ſuch 
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fach'a Circulation of Trade, than they can do by any Contrivance 
of their own ; and that all his Majeſty's Britiſb Colonies might 
look upon each other as Siſters, and Jrelaud be regarded as 
their elder Siſter, and Great Britain as their Mother. 


THE French Miniſters have diſtinguiſh'd themſelyes by 
their Zeal, Skill, and Care in Protecting, Indulging, and En- 
larging their Sugar Colonies, and contriving Vends for their 
Produce ; and their Endeayours, that Way, have been attended 
with the greateſt Succeſs. And 'tis to be fear'd therefore, that 
in a very ſhort Time, unleſs a proper Remedy be ſpeedily 
provided, we ſhall be beaten by our Rivals not only out of 
the Sugar Trade, but even out of the Poſſeſſion of all the 
Sugar Iſlands now in our Hands. And ſhould that be the 
Caſe, I need not proye to you that it will give the greateſt 
Blow to the Britiſh Power and Trade that ever fell on any 
Nation: However, as the Redreſs of Grievances cannot be 
expected from the Wiſeſt and Beſt of Princes 'till a proper 
Repreſentation be made of them to the Throne; fo, 'tis not to 
be doubted, we ſhall ſoon find a freſh Inſtance of his Majeſty's 
juſt Right to that glorious Character, by feeling the Effects of 
it in the Application lately made on this Head, and which, 'tis 
to be hoped, will be proſecuted with that Vigour and Con- 
ſtancy ſo Important an Affair deſerves. 


SOME THING might have been ſaid in particular on 
the firſt Article in the Petition, concerning the Ad vantages that 
the Subjects of Foreign Powers have over Us, in that they 
pay much lets Duties, both at Home and in their Planta- 
tions, than the Subjects of Great Britain do; but 1 ſhall 
content myſelf with reminding you of what was long ago 
foreſeen by an Author of good Note, when ſome of thoſe 
Duties were propoſed to be laid; ©& If theſe Men (ſays he) 
had propoſed the laying on of higher Duties on all Foreigners 
« Sugars, and other their Commodities and ManufaQures, of 
„ "thoſe Species which our Plantations do make, they might 
then, perhaps, have approved themſelves to be true Englhi/b- 
„men, and Lovers of their Country and Countrymen ; when 
* the other ſhews them plainly the direct contrary, even 
1 perfect 
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perfect Enemies to the Welfare of England and the Engliſh 
Nation. He adds, that “ It is yet in the Power of Eng- 
land to have all the Vet India Sugar Trade in their own 
Hands in a few Years, if they pleaſe, by which they may 
work even the Portugueſe out of the Sugar 'Trade, who 
Clay moſt of their Sugars as well as the French, ( whoſe 
Sugar Plantations of late have ſeem'd to vie with the Engliſh) 
which muſt, and nothing elſe ſo much Abroad beyond Seas 
can, give the Engliſh Nation ſuch an Opportunity of breed- 
ing Seamen, and outdoing our neighbouring Nation in Point 
of Navigation: But as the Caſe now ſtands, the Sugar Plan- 
tations are in great Danger of being outdone by the French, 
whoſe Advantage and Advancement in their Sugar Planta- 
tions, are obtain'd chiefly by our Diſcouragements.” 


NOW to give you a Notion of the Value of the Sugar 


'Trade, I will lay before you a Sketch of the ſuppoſed yearly 
Produce and Expence of a Sugar Colony, vis. | 


Suppoſe 25000 he Tra b 5194 | 1 


Ginger, Cotton, and Aloes | 1000 = - | | 600] 20000 


5000 Hogſh. of Rum and | 


Yearly Produce. 


of Sugar, as the Trade 
now ſtands 


Molaſſes, as the 'Tradep | Fo = » | 2000] 80000 
now ftands 1 44 u n 


4 2M 


660001 $0000[ 22600| 420000 


BUT it muſt be obſery'd, that af the Trade be regulated 


as is herein propoſed, allowing cach Hogſhead of Sugar to 


fetch only 4o . more in Value or Price | than it now d 


(which is a very moderate Calculate): the Nett Profits of ſuch 
Sugar will be $0000 more than is ſet down in the above 


Table; 
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Table; and the Difference of the Value or Price of Rum muſt, 
in all Probability, amount to as much more. 


Plantation 


Yearly Expence, = 2 of | Sailors. 7 2 


Pping 

oſe 2800 Negroes fr , 1 
1 . * e 400 80000 
Wine from Madera 3 | 2.500 15 30000 | 
Refuſe: Fiſh, not fit for an?| | | | 
European Market, —— 4 887 40⁰ ä 
In Catching and Curing, & . 2500 200] = = = | 
Lumber, Boards, Staves, SS-. 2000| 300, 4oooo| 
Horſes in Lumber Ships $gooo| - « = | - = | 15000 
Flower, Bread, Corn, Cc. 4000 300] 10000| 
Beef, Pork, &c. _| gooo| 300| 25000 


per, &c. (with Returns as 
to Shipping and Sailors) 


Freight brought from 
He Produce 


: 4400|, loo O 7 50Þt 00000 


_ a 


W . Woollen, Iron, 9 0 


$0000] 30000 2800[320000{] 


| | 66000| 


— ——— —— {Ly 
11 == | . Balance 100000 


420000: 


- WHEREBY it appears (admitting this Calculate, which 
is as near the Truth as poſhble, to be right) that ſuch a Colony 
pays annually, for Freight, out of the ſingle Produce of the 
Sugar-Cane 11 5000 J. and for that of Ginger, &c. 1000-4 more, 
and employs 3oooo Tuns of Shipping, and 2800 Sailors, the 
greateſt Part of which Sailors winter in Great Britain, and are 
ready in caſe of a Call for Seamen, and; are maintain d out of 
the Produce of the Sugar-Cane, as well as the many Owners 
of ſuch Shipping and tſieir Families, beſides the Factors, Ship- 
Builders, Rope-makers, Sail-makers, and other Manufacturers 
concerning Shipping, and alſo beſides many Thoufands of 
. poor 
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poor Artificers and Manufacturers, who are employed and 
paid out of the like Produce for the Linnen, Woollen, and 
other Manufactures that are ſent from Great Britain to Africa, 
Madera, Ireland, and the Northern Colonies, for the Purchaſe 
of Negroes, Wine, Fiſh, Beef, Horſes, Flower, Lumber, and 
other Goods for the annual Expence of ſuch a Colony; and it 
alſo pays at leaſt 5oooo J. per Annum Duty to the Crown, 
beſides the Duty on Exports, and 22600 J. Commiſſion and 
other Port Charges ; and after all this, leaves in Great Britain 
to the Benefit of the National Stock 100000 J. per Aunum, 
even as the Trade now ſtands : But if it was once well regu- 
lated, ſuch a Colony would clear 100000 /. per Annum more, 
as is before obſerved; and Great Britain may in Time have 
Colonies ſufficient to make Eight times as much as this ſup- 
poſed Quantity, which is the uſual annual Produce of the 
Iſland of Barbadoes alone, and find a Vend for the whole, be- 
ſides Indigo, Cocoa, and other American Produce. 


THE foregoing Calculate is made upon this Medium Price 
of Sugar for theſe four or five Years laſt paſt: But I begin to 
fear, from the melancholy Accounts I have of the Low Prices 
of Sugar this Year in London, Briſtol, and other Weſtern Ports, 
that, without ſome timely Remedy, my Calculate muſt here- 
aſter be lowerd at leaſt the clear Ballance of 100000 J. per 
Annum, and perhaps as much more, as I am inform'd, that 
Commodity is lower'd at Home this preſent Year from 3 to 4/, 
F per Hogſhead, occaſion'd chiefly from the great Supplies of 
. French Sugars to almoſt all the European Markets: And if the 
* Annual Nett Proceeds of ſuch a Sugar Plantation ſhould con- 
iinue to fall ſo far ſhort of the Annual Expence, what will 


become of ſuch a Sugar Colony in the Hands of Britiſh 
Subjects? | 
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I SHAL : in the next Place, ſhew you how this Produce 
returns, or Where it may probably center. | 
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: THE Produce of the Negroes from Africa is uſually 
. return'd to Great Britain, as is alſo the Produce of the Goods 
| from Great Britain, together with the increaſed Ballance; but 

i the 
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the Produce of the other Trades are divided much about the 
Proportions under- mention d; whereby it appears, that Four 


Fifths of all that is gain'd in a Sugar Plantation center in Great 


Britain ; the other Fifth center'd formerly in the Northern 
Colonies ; but at preſent at leaſt One Third, if not One Half of 
the under-mention'd Sum of $4000 J. is taken away in Caſh, 
and carried to the French Plantations to buy their Molaſſes, 
Rum, and Sugar for the Northern Plantations and Jreland; 
and, without ſome timely Remedy, the greateſt Part, if not all, 
will go that Way, to the enriching the French, and impove- 
riſhing the Britiſh Subjects: Whereas otherwiſe, the Britiſh 
Sugar, Rum, and Molaſſes would go to the Northern Colonies 
and Jreland, and that Caſh to Great Britain. 


The Proportions are as follow, (viz.) 


„* 


Cent ers in Centers in the 
| #0 N. Col 4 | 
The Produce of Gr. Britain. | Freach 10ands. 
Negroes from Africa — 80000 9 
Wine from Madera 25000 5000 
Fiſh from the Northern Colonics 5000 1 5000 
Lumber from ditto 12000 28000 
Horſes from ditto T þ..4000 , 1 
Flower from ditto —— 2000 8000 
Beef, &c. from Ireland —— 10000 11 5000 
Goods from Great Britain I 00000 Es 
2 36000 84000 
Balance 100000 — 
Four Fifths to Great Britain 336000 
One Fifth as above 84000 
| 420000 
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I HAVE, herein ſaid little (if any thing) in relation to 


the Dutch Trade; becauſe what I have obſerved upon the 


Head of the French 'Trade, does in a great meaſure equally ex- 
tend to that of the Dutch. The former indeed have made a much 


greater Progreſs in their Sugar Colonies, within theſe few Years, 


than the latter: But the Dutch have alſo of late extended their 


Settlements, and particularly at Surinam, Eſekebe, and Barbe- 


cies, and made 'much greater Quantities of Sugar, Rum, and 
Molaſſes than formerly, great Part of which they alſo vend in 
the Briti/h Northern Colonies, and have in Return, Horſes, 
and other Plantation Neceſſaries. The Miſchief they do us 
by this Manner of 'Trading is very conſiderable ; but in a far 
leſs Degree than that of the French, who bid fair to ingroſs 


this Northern Trade. 


I THINK I cannot conclude this long Letter better than 
by laying before you a Query put (amongſt others) by the 
Lords of 'Trade, at the Command of his late Majeſty King 
GEORGE the Firſt, to the Sugar Merchants and Planters reſiding 
in London, with an Anſwer given thereto, ſo far as the fam 
concern'd the Sugar Trade. b 


The Query is; 


« WHAT Encouragement may be requiſite for promoting 
the Sugar and Tobacco Trade, and for giving an Ad- 


. 


_ HS. o.. 


Commerce, over thoſe of Foreign Princes? 


Anſwer ; = | 
« I. THAT no Sugar, Rum, or Molaſſes of the Growth, 


« Produce, and Manufacture of Foreign Plantations or 


% Colonies be Imported into Jreland, or any of the Britiſh 
*& Plantations or Colonies in America. 


« II. THAT Sugar, Rum, and Molaſſes of the Growth, 
Product, and Manufacture of the Brizi/h Colonies be 


vantage to his Majeſty's Subjects in theſe Branches of 


permitted, 
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4 permitted, as formerly, to be Imported directly into the 

% Kingdom of Ireland. W 


III. THAT the Subjects of Great Britain may be per- 
« mitted to ſend directly from the Briti/h Sugar Iſlands 
« in America, Sugars of all Sorts, (except Muſcovadoes) 
« and alſo Rum and Molaſſes to the Ports of Spain; or to 
« any Part of Europe, Southward of Cape Finifterre, in 
« Ships navigated according to Law, in like Manner as the 
Subjects of France are allowed to do from their Sugar 
« Colonies in America. 


THESE. Points once obtain'd, would give a new Spring 
to the Trade of Great Britain; Barbadoes would ſoon be 
reſtor'd to its former Stock and Produce ; the Leward I/lands + 
be fully planted up; and the new fertile Soils at 8 
laid open: And if there ſhould be ſtill a further Demand 
for Sugar, Santa Lucia, Tobago, &c. would be worthy of ſome 
Conſideration. Theſe Improvements would very much ad- 
vance (amongſt others) the 4frican Trade, which takes off 
great Quantities of Goods of the Britiſh Manufactury, and 
{ſuch Foreign Goods as pay great Duties to the Crown; 
and the Britiſh Sugar Colonies would alſo take off from 
the Britiſh Northern Colonies and Jreland what they now | 
ſend to the Foreign Colonies, and in Time much more, and | 
a far greater Quantity of Britiſh Woollen and other Manu» 
ſactures from Great Britain directly; which, in the Circulation 
of Trade, with an extenſive Vend of the Plantation Goods, will be 
returnd with great Profit, and bring immenſe Treaſure to Great 
Britain. wth 
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THUS, Sir, I have yentur'd to ſet down in Writing 
what has for ſome Time paſt been uppermoſt in my own 
Mind, and declared my candid Sentiments on a Subject, 
which, how much ſoever it has been neglected by others, 
I think, well deſerves the moſt ſerions Conſideration. As, - 
the chief Matters complained of require the ſpeedieſt Re- 
dreſs, if you ſhall be of Opinion, that what I have now 
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140 td on tay be. of Uſe, ang any wiſe tend-t the Service 
our Sugar Colonies ; the Süpport and Enlargement of our 
Trade; the Welfare and Proſpefity of the Engliſh Nation; "and 
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'. * the Honour of our moſt Excellent Sovereign; I queſtion- not 


but you will take ſuitable Meaſures to communicate the ſame - 

20" our Merchants aud Friends; or, as ſhall be deem'd proper, 

=. th. the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade, the Miniſtry, and the 
* Parlfament. of Aha” f Ni 
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